








VAAS Awarded Two Grants

Thank You Plantation Community Foundation
and Sarasota Bay Estuary Program!

Itis with great pleasure that the Education Committee announces the receipt of a grant
in the amount of $1,925 specifically for the use of purchasing Audubon Adventures for
the 2010/2011 school year! We are exceedingly thankful to the Plantation Community
Foundation for their most generous grant. And we are particularly excited to be able
to fund the program for 4th grade classes who wish to participate next year. The grant
will pay for 42 of the 61 classes we have funded in the past!

Equally exciting is the $1,000 grant awarded to VAAS from the Sarasota Bay
Estuary Program for Barrels and Butterflies: Creating a Sustainable Wildlife Garden
project. The funds from this grant will allow us to develop a self-sustainable butterfly
garden. The main goal is to bring butterflies and other wildlife into our garden for
purposes of enjoyment, observation, study, and photography. The existing butterfly
garden shall be enhanced with native (and Florida friendly) plants, rain barrels, and
an irrigation system that will result in an ecologically sustainable garden that will

attract native butterflies.

VAAS Supports Earth Day With Activities
at Oscar Scherer Park — Bill Fairbank

We hope you all had a chance to celebrate Earth Day on April 18th. Despite the
clouds and the threat of rain it turned out to be a great success and a great day for
the VAAS volunteers at Oscar Scherer State Park.

We would like to thank the many VAAS members who generously donated their
time to man the Audubon Booth and help the kids, and some adults, make pine
cone bird feeders. We would especially like to thank Gene Stover who shared his
previous Earth Day experiences, secured our wonderful booth location, and showed
us “newbys” the finer points of making pine cone bird feeders. The kids were thrilled

with making the bird feeders and even their parents often gave a helping hand.

Membership Statistics

It may interest the members to know that our chapter is growing modestly. While
we have had some old members become inactive and not renew their membership

this year, we have actually gained more new members than we lost. Net active mem-

bership is up 9 VAAS chapter memberships and 53 NAS memberships.
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Green Initiative
Tip Corner

Tip for the Week

It's weed time! If you have weeds in
your walkways or beds (or anywhere
other than your lawn), an easy and
natural way to get rid of them is
using vinegar! Just put undiluted
plain white vinegar in a spray bottle
or pump sprayer and spray the
leaves. Best done when the ground
is dry. This will kill almost all weeds
(and almost all growing things, so be
careful when spraying, especially if
it's windy!). Vinegar is an amazing
substance! Just google “vinegar
uses” and you will find hundreds
of useful ways to use this natural
ingredient. Francesca Lund, Green
Sanctuary Committee

Our deepest sympathy is extended
to Alena Capek for the recent loss
of her mom. Any one that has had
the privilege to work with Alena with
her school program knows she’s a
special person. One can see from
Alena’s kind and gentle spirit, that
her mom must have been special.
Our thoughts are with you Alena. On
a positive note, an appreciative thank
you is extended to Nancy Lauck
for her donation to the education
program in memory of Alena’s mom.



Climate Change Progress — Bob Vance

This past year the Conservation Committee has undertaken a Climate Change or Green Initiative in order to increase aware-

ness of the issues the country faces and approaches people like us can take. We believe this year has been a successful start.

Below are some of our major achievements:

* We signed up previously unregistered people for
Audubon’s Climate Action Network to give them a chance
to participate more directly in State of Florida decisions

affecting climate change.

* We received a pro bonol2-page professional engineering
audit on the condition of the Venice Audubon Center
including suggestions of how we can make the building

more energy efficient.

* We visited with the Sarasota County Commissioners and
had a good appointment with the County Administrator,

James Ley and Commissioner, Jon Thaxton resulting in a

of us attended a meeting coordinated by Commissioner
Shannon Straub in which other organizations with
sustainability projects shared what they were doing. We also
explored the possibility of LEED certification.

We made recommendations for a new energy efficient
air conditioner for the front part of the Venice Audubon
Center with a SEER rating of 15. It is now in place.

Several of us attended both the state-wide Audubon
Assembly in October and also the Audubon Academy to
learn what Audubon of Florida and local chapters are doing.

We wrote several newsletter notices and articles.

very positive letter supporting our work at Audubon.

* We did “research” by attending various events. Four of

* We met with the Sustainability Manager of Sarasota County

to learn of possible funding sources for our continued work.

us attended a November 3rd Sustainability Conference

sponsored by Sarasota County. Two of us took the Green
Build tour to see energy efficient homes in Sarasota. One

* We wrote and submitted several grant requests—receiving
a grant of $1,000 for a more sustainable Rain Barrel System
for the Butterfly Garden.

With all this work, we are motivated to continue our quest to make a difference.

Excerpt from

0il Spill Alert: Cleaning
Beaches in Advance of 0il
Spills May Harm Wild Birds

Eric Draper
Florida Audubon Society

While waiting for official guidance
from emergency response teams, you
can help by educating others not
to harm wildlife while pre-cleaning
beaches. Realizing that we all would like
to be out there forming a human chain
against the slicks of oil, right now our
beaches and marshes are still nurseries
for birds and sea turtles. We don’t want
to see trampled what we are trying to
protect.

Use the safe tips in the box to the
right and thank you for caring about
Florida’s beautiful places and wildlife.

Safe Tips for Cleaning Litter Off Beaches

For those who want to clean litter from the beaches in anticipation of oil coming
ashore, Audubon recommends the following:

e Use approved access points and avoid walking or hiking through marshes
or seagrass beds.

e Stay below the tidal line.

e Leave natural debris in place because it provides nesting benefits to
shorebirds and other wildlife.

e Only remove man-made litter.

* Do not place litter in the dunes or above the high water line.

e Don't use equipment such as rakes, shovels or tractors.

* Do not bring ATVs or other motorized vehicles onto the beach.

e Do not bring dogs onto the beach (dogs are a primary sources of beach bird
disturbance and mortality.)

Help spread the word by calling your local media and urging them to tell this
story. Also, share these tips with your friends and family.

Finally, Audubon is encouraging willing volunteers to add their name to our
volunteer registry so we can connect folks with appropriate activities when
they are made available. To find out more about the registry, visit our blog here:
http://audubonoffloridanews.org/?p=4419

To register to be a volunteer go to: https://secure3.convio.net/nasaud/site/
Advocacy?pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=833&autologin=true
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Board of Directors

President

Missy L. Christie (Exp. 4/12)
941-321-7886
missylchristie@verizon.net

1 Vice President

Marty Shirley (Exp. 4/11)
941-496-4494 or 941-468-0002
mjshirley@comcast.net
Programs Chair

2" Vice President

Bill Fairbank (Exp. 4/12)
941-412-1610
wgfairbank@hotmail.com
Field Trips and
Membership Chair

Recording Secretary
Vacant

Corresponding Secretary

Treasurer

Dan Kixmiller (Exp. 4/10)
941-412-4153
dkmixer@comcast.net

Director

Brenda Bossman (Exp. 4/10)
941-270-2961
debtadvise@gmail.com
Education Chair

Director

Norma Lee Rhines (Exp. 4/13)
941-918-0187
nlrhines@verizon.net

Director

Carol Baldassarri (Exp. 4/12)
941-483-4324
governorch@comcast.net

Director
Herb Krauch
941-488-2715

Hospitality Coordinator
Virginia Koss
941-493-8812

Newsletter Coordinators
Missy L. Christie, Editor
Carolyn Edmunds, Designer
941-497-6463

Volunteer Coordinator
Center and Rookery
Arlene Kelpsh
941-486-9022

Volunteer Coordinator
Youth Education
Alena Capek
941-429-8725

Please call and let us know about your talents and interests
and if you are willing to fill a vacant BOD position or want to
serve on one of our committees. It takes a whole community to
keep VAAS running smoothly.

Venice Area chapter of the National Vacant
Audubon Society.

OUR MISSION: To promote interest in wildlife and foster the cause of conservation with emphasis on birds and their habitat
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