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2009 Christmas Bird  
Count Results
Rett Oren, Complier for 2009

We had 132 species total.  The 
species count  was in line with our 
“average” for the last 10 years. The 
total (20,600) number of birds were up 
from last year but still the 2nd lowest 
in the last 10 years. The increase over 
last year of 18,000 can be attributed 
to more Tree Swallows which remain 
our most seen bird.  Drought is 
undoubtedly a big contributor leading 
to our count results.

Some good birds were reported: 
Clapper Rail, Northern Bobwhite, 
Gray and Eastern Kingbirds and many 
others.  Missing species include: 
Ring-necked Duck, Wild Turkey, Red-
headed Woodpecker, Reddish Egret 
and Red Knot.

Many thanks to the 75 VAAS 
participants. The full report of birds 
can be viewed on our web site.

Call For Volunteers - Charlie Sample
VAAS is gearing up for the 2010 season. We need your assistance in order to make 

our mission effective. We need volunteers at the Audubon Center to assist visitors and 
volunteers at the Rookery to answer visitors’ questions, provide binoculars and have 
a scope available. School volunteers are needed to assist our teacher in the education 
programs. Various committees such as Center Maintenance, Rookery, Conservation, 
Membership and Finance are also in need of volunteer assistance. If you can spare 
a couple of hours a week or a month, please contact Charlie Sample, Volunteer 
Coordinator at 941-497-6463 or csample41@aol.com. If we work together, we 
can make Venice Area Audubon Society a future “Audubon Chapter of the Year.”  
Won’t you help?

Volunteer training for Center and Rookery volunteers is being held on 
Wednesday, January 20 and Thursday, January 28 at 10:00 a.m. You only need to 
attend one session to learn the volunteer responsibilities at the Center and Rookery. 

VAAS CENTER Butterfly Garden Volunteers Needed
If you enjoy gardening, nurturing plants, love butterflies, and have a couple hours 

a month to spare, please join our butterfly garden work-party on the first Tuesday 
of every month at 10:00 a.m. at the Venice Audubon Center. This is also an educa-
tional opportunity to learn about Florida friendly plants, especially those that attract  
butterflies as larval host or nectar sources. 

For more information, call Claire Norton at 941-493-7835 or email her at  
claireandfrednorton@verizon.net.

A Fund Raiser for 
Venice Area Audubon Society

Mardi Gras Night

$35 “Lite” Player (Includes $5 Play Money)

$75 Poker Table Player  
($25 Re-Buy – Texas Hold’em and Black Jack)

Game table sponsorships available for $250

Includes one drink and hors d’oeuvres!

Black Jack   Craps   Raffles  Texas Hold‘em   
  Slot Machines    Roulette Wheel   Cash Bar

Saturday   March 20   7–10 p.m.
Venice Audubon Center   4002 S. Tamiami Trail  

(at Annex Road, behind Anderson Admin. Building)

For more information  
or to reserve your seat  

at a poker table,  
call Brenda Bossman  

at 941-474-8528  
or 941-270-2961
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Conservation Committee  Report - Bob Vance
The Conservation Committee has been very active this year! In the fall the 

Committee determined there were four primary priorities we wanted to work on, 
and other things will be considered as they come up.

The first priority is caring for our well-known Rookery and in particular creat-
ing a second rookery across the road. Charlie Sample arranged to have the County 
dredge around the island so now the water surrounding the island is deep enough to 
discourage predators from interfering with nesting.

The second priority is monitoring beach nesting shorebirds. Most of this work 
is complete and the nesting season is over. The shorebirds are greatly stressed by 
both human activities and changes on the beach. Missy Christie oversees this 
arena, with monitoring work conducted by herself, and members Marty Shirley, 
Brenda Bossman, Tom and Gayle Duch, Bob Christie, and Kevin Edwards. Should 
you wish to help in monitoring beach nesting birds you should contact Missy at  
941-321-7886 or missylchristie@verizon.net. 

The third priority is the beautiful Florida scrub-jay. This fascinating bird, a species 
unique to Florida, is under considerable pressure from habitat loss. VAAS members 
are attempting to assist with planning that could enable the species to maintain 
itself. Bob MacMonigle, Ellen King and Steve Freedman are actively involved in 
regular monitoring, reporting, and coordinating with County Staff in habitat man-
agement efforts.” Ellen King oversees this project and you may contact her to help at 
941-488-6818 or eeking605@yahoo.com.

The final priority is working to address issues stemming from Global Climate 
Change. To this end, two major efforts are underway. The first is to enroll as many 
members as possible for Audubon of Florida’s Climate Action Network (CAN).  Once 
you are registered, AOF will periodically send you an email notice when there is a 
timely issue to which you may wish to respond. If you choose, you may create your 
own letter or AOF provides a format that you can quickly send to the appropriate leg-
islative office. Over 40 persons have newly registered in the last couple months.

VAAS will be hosting a workshop on climate change sponsored by Audubon of 
Florida. On January 9 at the Audubon Center, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The work-
shop will highlight ways to become more energy efficient.

Another important initiative we are investigating is ways to make the Audubon 
Center a model green and sustainable (energy efficient) building. To this end, 
a detailed 12-page energy audit was done by an engineer, donating his time. In 
November, four of our members (Pauline Adam, Bernis Williams, Alena Capek and 
Cynthia Vance) attended Sarasota’s Sustainability Conference and received some 
helpful information and made some important contacts. In January, our President 
and some committee members will be meeting with each County commissioner to 
discuss how this model green building might be created.

Finally we are encouraging people to call our state Senator Nancy Detert at her 
local office (941-480-3547) to urge her to support banning offshore oil drilling. As 
the legislative session gears up in January to discuss this issue, your phone 
calls will be most helpful.

The next Conservation Committee meeting is January 19 at 3:00 p.m. (3rd 
Tuesday of the month.) All are welcome to join us.

2009 Beach Nesting Birds
Missy L. Christie

On March 31, the nesting season 
began with the first nest produced by 
a snowy plover. All total, nine snowy  
plover fledge were documented. 

Least terns did not fair as well this 
year. Unfortunately, only five fledged 
from Palm Island with no activity on 
Stump Pass.

Wilson’s plovers did not disappoint us 
this year. 15 fledglings were documented 
and kept monitors and stewards busy 
keeping track of their development.

The greatest event of the season was 
the successful fledging of two black 
skimmers—a first for this project. A 
solitary pair of skimmers produced two 
young. Development of the young was 
slim and fears of doom ran high. This 
family became icons for the Steward 
Program as well as a fantastic out-
reach tool. The community became a 
pseudo-colony. Shorebird and sea turtle 
monitors and stewards, resort staff, vaca-
tioners, and homeowners rallied around 
the pair. Many volunteers banded 
together to educate beach-goers on the 
impacts caused by human disturbance, 
dogs on the beach, and how to maintain 
a safe buffer. The efforts paid off and the 
young took flight! We are hoping this is 
the start of something big.

Shorebird Stewards are needed. Please 
contact missy.christie@charlottefl.com 
if you would like to join a great team 
of dedicated volunteers promoting the 
success of shorebird nesting. These birds 
need all the help they can get.    
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