





Wakulla Springs, St. Marks NWR, Ochlockonee SP — Feb 7-9 — Leader: Charlie
Sample, 941-497-6463

Three-day bus trip to view winter ducks and shorebirds, Red-cockaded
Woodpeckers and other birds seen in the Florida panhandle. We will stay at the
famous Wakulla Springs Lodge, former home of Edward Ball. The trip will include
a boat ride on lake where the movie, Creature from the Black Lagoon was filmed.

Reservations are required.

Carlton Reserve — Feb 13 — Leader: Joyce Leary, 508-737-8954
Half day field trip to Venice’s best birding area to see warblers, woodpeckers and other
birds. About 2 miles walking. Meet at the Carlton Reserve parking area at 8:30 AM.

Harns Marsh — Feb 16 — Leader: Bill Fairbank, 941-412-1610

If you ever wanted to see a rare Snail Kite this is the place to come! Harns Marsh
is a paradise for wading birds including herons, egrets, limpkin, ducks, coots, snipe
and other birds. Whole-day trip. Bring lunch. Meet at 7:00 AM at the Audubon

Center to carpool to Harns Marsh.

Laurel Landfill - Feb 20 — Leader: Joyce Leary, 508-737-8954

We will drive through the landfill area stopping at various locations to see eagles,
meadowlarks, and other birds. Meet at 7:45 AM in the strip mall parking lot on
Laurel road, adjacent to the BP station, near I-75 exit 195.

Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary — February 25 — Leader: Charlie Sample, 941-497-6463
See side bar at right for details.

Oscar Scherer Park Tram Trip #2 — Feb 28 — Leader: Joyce Leary, 508-737-8954

Ride the tram through Oscar Scherer Park to look for Scrub-jays and other birds. There
isa $5 entry fee for the park. Limited to 20 people. Reservations required. $10 donation to
VAAS requested. Meet at the Nature Center in Oscar Scherer Park at 8:15 AM.

Felts Audubon Preserve — Mar. 4 — Leader: Joyce Leary, 508-737-8954

Birding walk through the Felts Audubon Preserve. 123 bird species have been
observed, including Painted Buntings and Goldfinches. Carpool from parking lot by
McDonald’s at north end of T.].Maxx shopping center on US 41 Bypass at 7:30 AM.

Plaque Presentation and Rookery Tour
—Richard Holder

Sarasota County Board of Commissioner’s Jon Thaxton
presented a plaque (on their behalf) to the Venice Area
Audubon Society as an “Award of Gratitude” on December
6™ at Board of Commissioner meeting. This plaque reads:
“This commendation is bestowed upon the Venice Area
Audubon Society as a symbol of our grateful recognition of
your commitment to Sarasota County and for volunteer work
performed at the Venice Rookery.”

In addition, on Thursday, December 8", Charlie Sample and
I met with County Commissioner, Christine Robinson and
Parks director, Carolyn Brown, and gave them a comprehensive
tour of the Rookery and Center.

Corkscrew Swamp
Back Country Trip

Saturday, Feh. 25, 2012

VAAS is sponsoring an all-day
carpool trip to National Audubon’s
Corkscrew Swamp on February
25", The trip begins from the Venice
Audubon Center at 6:30 AM. The day
begins at 9 AM with a ranger led
tour of the back country in a swamp
buggy. After lunch, we gather at
the boardwalk for a stroll along the
2.4 miles of boardwalk amongst the
virgin bald and pond cypress trees,
pine flatwoods and swamp areas of
the main sanctuary property.

Last year, we saw 59 bird species.
This year we want to locate a mini-
mum number of 70. We anticipate
seeing: Painted Buntings, Limpkin,
Black and Yellow-crowned Night
Herons, Pileated Woodpeckers,
Barred Owl and a variety of war-
blers. We should also see migrating
Swallow-tailed Kites.

Cost: $56 per person. Carpool drivers
will be compensated for gas. The
trip is limited to 16 participants and
only 8 spots are available. You must
register for this trip and you may do
so by contacting Charlie Sample at
941-497-6463. .

Pictured from left to right: Bill Fairbank, 2" Vice President; Richard
Holder, President; Charlie Sample, Past President; Commissioner
Jon Thaxton; Commission Chair, Nora Patterson, and Director of
Sarasota County Parks, Carolyn Brown
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Wakulla Springs,
St. Marks NWR and
Ochlockonee SP
3-day Bus Trip,
February 7-9, 2012

The Wakulla Springs, St. Marks
NWR and Ochlockonee SP 3-day
bus trip will depart on February
7th at 6:30 AM from the Venice
Audubon Center. As of December
16th, there are 4 spaces remaining
and 2 rooms available for the trip.
If the bus is not filled when you
receive this newsletter, you may
still have the opportunity to sign
up for this wonderful trip where
you will see many winter birds in
the wetlands and the Gulf. The
itinerary is available at the Venice
Audubon Center or contact Charlie
Sample, 941-497-6463 for additional
information.

Oscar Scherer SP Walks

Meet every Thursday at 8:30 AM
(January through March 2012)

at the Nature Center at the end
of the park road (entrance fee).
Gate opens at 8:00 AM. Search
for Florida Scrub-jay, thrasher,
bobwhite, towhee and a variety
of other birds. Pancake breakfast
($4.00) 8:00 to 8:30 AM in the Nature
Center, Jan.—March only. Joyce
Leary at 508-737-8954.

Thursdays in January, February
and March 2012:

Jan.b Jan. 12 Jan. 19
Jan. 26 Feb. 2 Feb. 9
Feb. 16 Feb. 23 March 1
March 8 March 15 March 22
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Field Trips and Bird Walks in Jan., Feb. and March
Date and Time Field Trip/Walk Limit
Jan. 5 (Thurs.), 8:30 AM Celery Fields No Limit
Joyce Leary, 508-737-8954
Jan. 10 (Tues.), 8:15 AM Oscar Scherer 20 People
Joyce Leary, 508-737-8954 Tram Trip Rsvn Reqd
Jan. 16 (Mon.), 7:00 AM Circle B-Bar No Limit
Bill Fairbank, 941-412-1610 Reserve
Jan. 20-21 (Fri.—Sat.), Pasco County 16 People
Barry Rossheim, 941-485-1328 Rsvn Reqd
Jan. 26 (Thurs.), 6:30 AM Big Cypress No Limit
Charlie Sample, 941-497-6463
Jan. 30 (Mon.), 8:30 AM Jelks Preserve No Limit
Nancy Edmondson, 941-650-3008
Feb. 1 (Wed.), 7:30 AM Siesta Beach No Limit
Paul Newhart, 941-480-0482
Feb. 7-9 (Tues.—Thurs.), 6:30 AM St. Marks, Rsvn Reqd
Charlie Sample, 941-497-6463 Wakulla Springs
Feb. 13 (Mon.) 8:30 AM Carlton Reserve No limit
Joyce Leary, 508-737-8954
Feb. 16 (Thurs.), 7:00 AM Harns Marsh No Limit
Bill Fairbank, 941-412-1610 Snail Kites
Feb. 20 (Mon.), 7:45 AM Laurel Landfill No Limit
Joyce Leary, 508-737-8954
Feb. 25 (Sat.), 6:30 AM Corkscrew 16 People
Registration Required Swamp
Charlie Sample, 941-497-6463
Feb. 28 (Tues.), 8:15 AM Oscar Scherer 20 People
Registration Required Tram Trip
Joyce Leary, 508-737-8954
Mar. 4 (Sun.), 7:30 AM Felts Audubon No Limit
Joyce Leary, 508-737-8954 Preserve
Mar. 12 (Mon.), 7:30 AM Ding Darling No Limit
Bill Fairbank, 941-412-1610 NWR
Mar. 18 (Sun.), 7:30 AM Pinecraft Park No Limit
Joyce Leary, 508-737-8954

N




Meadowlark’s Serenade at the Laurel Landfill

Participants on the Laurel Landfill field trip on November 18" were rewarded
with great views of Meadowlarks, Kestrels, Redheaded Woodpeckers, and Eagles and
a Green Heron. In all, 35 bird species were seen.

The dead tree which supported the old Eagles nest at the landfill has badly dete-

riorated. Fortunately, the eagles have built a new nest nearby on a health pine tree.

The Eagle pair are actively using the
In Memory of

Missy L. Christie
— Marty Shirley

Past president of Venice Area
Audubon Society, Missy Christie,
lost her long battle with breast
cancer on September 20, 2011. She
is remembered for her love of the
environment and her dedicated
efforts in defense of coastal

is open again. wildlife. In addition to serving on
.................................................................................................................... the VAAS Board, Missy was on the

. Audubon of Florida Board and was
VAAS and Sarasota Audubon Present a 4-day Bus Trip an active member of the Florida

to the Dry Tortugas, Key West and the Lower Keys Shorebird Alliance and the Florida
Aprll 16-19, 2012 Native Plant Society.

In her position of Environmental

new nest so we should soon see Eagle
babies. Many Kestrels were seen on
the trip as well as Eagles. The most
productive birding area behind the
old landfill mount has been closed
off due to construction work to cap
the old mound. It will not be open
until April 2012. Who knows what

surprises we will find when this area

Spring birding in the Dry Tortugas features bird migrants in large numbers, Specialist with Charlotte County,
several of which are seen predictably nowhere else in the U.S. On this trip, we will Missy worked tirelessly to monitor
tour historic Fort Jefferson and watch the migrants stop for water and rest, following and protect beach-nesting birds
their long flight over water. In addition, some 100,000 Sooty Terns nest on the and sea turtles. She organized

volunteers as Beach Stewards to
set up viewing stations near nesting
colonies. This outreach project
educated the public about the need
Trip includes: to protect the habitat for the spe-
cies that use our local beaches to
breed and raise their young. Missy
* Bus transportation willingly shared her knowledge with
the community through presenta-
tions and guided walks.

islands of the Dry Tortugas. They are joined by Brown Noddies, Roseate Spoonbills,
Double-crested Cormorants and Brown Pelicans. During our round trip boat ride,

we will see many of these pelagic species as well as the coral reef and tropical fish.

e Three nights at Comfort Inn in Key West

* Birding in the Dry Tortugas, Garden Key and
the Lower Keys

She was always ready to go
* Tour of the Florida Keys Wild Bird Rescue Center birding, just for the joy of bird
watching and sharing the experi-

i * Yankee Freedom Catamaran cruise to Fort Jefferson _ 4
ence with others. The promise of

* Glass bottom boat tour an early morning start to some site
* Birding at the Ten Thousand Island Tower where a rare or migrating bird had

i ) been spotted was her favorite kind
* 100+ bird species of day. Her energy, enthusiasm

and sense of humor will be missed

by her family, friends and all those
COST: $600 for double, $800 for single occupancy. Two-payment plan available. 46 freaalbre o e Saree e

* Expert bird guides

spaces available. Detailed itinerary and bird list available upon request. For information environmental community.
and registration, contact Charlie Sample at 941-497-6463 or csample41@verizon.net.
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Ken Reamy’s

BIRD WORDS

“My words fly up, my thoughts
remain below: Words without
thoughts never to heaven go.”

—William Shakespeare, Hamlet 111:3

The Albatross

The word “Albatross” has under-
gone a remarkable transmogrifica-
tion, from the Arabic Al-gattas, “the
diver” (a sea eagle) to Alcatraz, the
pelican, by 16th century Portuguese
seamen. English seafarers appro-
priated the term, “Alcatraz” and
misapplied it to the large oceanic
bird whose name eventually
morphed into Albatross, influenced
by the Latin albus (white).

The Albatross has been described
as “the most legendary of all birds,”
a potentially ominous harbinger
among seamen since time
immemorial, and the incarnation of
a drowned seafarer’s soul.

Killing an albatross is believed to
bring permanent misfortune.

An Albatross is a central emblem in
Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s master-
piece, The Rime of the Ancient
Marinerin which a seaman cruelly
kills an albatross and has the large,
dead bird hung around his neck in
retribution as the ship is becalmed.

‘God save thee, ancient Mariner!
From the fiends, that plague thee
thus! — Why lookest thou so?”

— “With my cross-bow [ shot the

ALBATROSS." (80)

Water, water, every where,
And all the boards did shrink;
Water, water every where,
Nor any drop to drink. (120)

Ah! Well a-day! What evil looks
Had | from old and young!

Instead of the cross, the Albatross
About my neck was hung. (140)
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Audubon of Florida Assembly:

Take Action for Florida's Special Places
— Brenda Bossman and Norma Lee Rhines

On October 14, 2011, we joined fellow conservation leaders, chapter members,
scientist, educators and advocates to engage in learning sessions, keynote presentations
and networking events at this year’s Audubon of Florida Assembly held in Lake Mary.

Eric Draper, Executive Director, Audubon of Florida, presented the Theodore
Roosevelt Award to Senator Bill Nelson for “Resilience, Resolve and Courage on Behalf
of Florida’s Environment.” Roosevelt was one of the founding members of the Florida
Audubon Society and established the first National Wildlife Refuge at Pelican Island.

The Guy Bradley Award for “Stewardship in the Face of Threats to Birds and Their
Habitats” was also presented to honor Missy L. Christie, a past president of the Venice

Area Audubon Society. (See In Memory of Missy L. Christie in side bar on page 5.)

We “toured” special places, through pictures presented by John Moran, award-

winning author and photographer.

Erick Draper reminded us of the importance of saving special places with a “Take 5

Action Plan” regarding our special parks and preserves: Take action, take people, take

pictures, share experiences and visit parks often.

Training Session for Center
and Rookery Volunteers

The new season at the Venice
Audubon Center and Rookery is about
to begin. VAAS needs your help to
staff the Center reception desk and
to welcome visitors to the Rookery
starting January through April. Our
volunteers are critical to the smooth
operation of our Center and Rookery.
A training session will be held for new
volunteers on Tuesday, January 17,
10 AM at the Venice Audubon Center.
We hope to see you there!

Arlene Kelpsch is coordinating the
volunteer effort again this season. If

you would like to volunteer or have

any questions, please contact Arlene at

941-486-9022 or arleneask@hotmail.com.

Chapter Dues

VAAS chapter memberships were
due on September 1, 2011. Please
send in your renewal form along with
your dues check. The renewal form can
be down loaded from our website at
veniceaudubon.org and is available at
the general meetings. An individual
chapter membership is $20 and a family
membership is $30. Thank you.

Are You Receiving the VAAS
Newsletter?

All current members of the Venice
Audubon Chapter, including National
Audubon members of our chapter
are entitled to receive a copy of our
newsletter, Wings ¢ Things. Please make
sure that we have your current mailing
and email addresses so we can send you
our newsletter. A glorious color edition
of the newsletter is sent out by email
and also available on our website at
veniceaudubon.org. If you do not have
email, please contact Bill Fairbank at
941-412-1610 to request a black and
white printed copy by mail.



__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please accept my donation to sponsor the following:

Q Field Trip $50.00
Q Bird Study Program $120.00 (per class)

Name

Address

Phone E-mail

Make checks payable to VAAS and return to:

()GI VAAS Education Program Sponsorship Form
i Venice Area Audubon Society, Attn.: Education Director, PO Box 1381, Venice, FL 34284-1381

N o -

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Education Program Needs Sponsors - Brenda Bossman

Bird Study Program Sponsorship:

VAAS provides a trained instructor to participating 2" grade classes in Venice, Englewood, North Port, and Nokomis.
The course includes: instruction in bird identification, the inter-dependence of birds and other wildlife, the importance of
preserving habitat, the proper use of binoculars and an outdoor excursion at the school to apply what they have learned.
Each course ends with a field trip day teaching proper birding etiquette and practical experience using spotting scopes
and field guides.

Bird Study Program Sponsorship: $120.00 (per class) — 64 classes need sponsorships! Partial sponsorships welcome.
Field Trip Sponsorship:
Last year, some of our classes could not provide transportation to the field trip locations for our Bird Study Program. We

expect 2011-2012 classrooms to have even a greater need than last year. Please consider a sponsorship donation to help
these classes include the field trip day as a conclusion to their bird study course!

Field Trip Sponsorship: $50.00 — Partial sponsorships welcome.

All donations to VAAS and its programs are tax deductible. Your contribution is greatly appreciated!

Second Grade Field Trip
Volunteer Training VAAS Butterfly Garden | wrote this small poem when
watching butterflies emerge
The second grade Field Trip Volunteer Thanksi to our team of volunteers for from their chrysalides.
Training will begin on Saturday, January preparing the garden for the cooler — Bonnie Holder
21st at 10 AM at the Venice Rookery. weather and arrival of all our winter
For more information, please call Alena visitors. Forty bags of mulch were Today we watched a miracle
Capek at 941-966-2923. added. Itis looking great! Please Unfold before our eyes.
come and bring your guests. Our A black and orange spectacle
plantings are labeled and we have Emerged with hopes to fly.

a handout of all plant names and

X A chrysalis just an hour before,
butterflies they attract.

She now prepares to go
— Phyllis Courter, Bonnie Holder And, thus, renew the journey
and Claire Norton Down to sunny Mexico.
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Venice Area Audubon Society
P. 0. Box 1381
Venice, FL 34284-1381

If you find an injured animal,
please call:

Wildlife Rescue and
Rehabilitation
Wildlife Center

of Venice

941-484-9657
.
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/
Venice Audubon Center
(Headquarters) and Rookery

4002 S. Tamiami Trail

(at Annex Road, behind the R. L.
Anderson Administration Building)
Venice, FL

Phone: 941-496-8984

Email: veniceaudubon@verizon.net

Mailing address:

Venice Area Audubon Society
P. 0. Box 1381

Venice, FL 34284-1381

WINGS & THINGS is published by the
Venice Area Audubon Society (VAAS).
As a member of VAAS you receive five
editions of Wings & Things per year,
information on our field trips, chapter
meetings and programs. Individual
memberships are $20 per year and
family memberships are $30 per year.
A lifetime family membership is $1500.
All membership dues go to the

Venice Area chapter of the National
Audubon Society.

Roster

Board of Directors

President

Richard Holder
941-492-6443
rjholder@comcast.net

1st Vice President
Joyce Leary
508-737-8954
joycecopper@gmail.com

2nd Vice President

Bill Fairbank
941-412-1610
wgfairbank@hotmail.com
Field Trips and
Membership Chair

Recording Secretary
Kim McDonough
941-875-8593
kimmcd@ymail.com

Corresponding Secretary
Vacant

Treasurer Director

Dan Kixmiller Marty Shirley
941-412-4153 941-496-4494
dkmixer@comcast.net mjshirley@comcast.net

Director Bird Research

Brenda Bossman
941-270-2961
debtadvise@gmail.com
Education & Programs Chair

Past President

Charles Sample

941-497-6463
csample41@verizon.net
Conservation and

Environment Chair

Center & Rookery Administrator

Director

Carol Baldassarri
941-483-4324

Ways and Means Chair

Please call to let us know your
governorch@comcast.net

talents and interests and if
Director you are willing to fill a vacant
Norma Lee Rhines BOD position or want to serve on
941-918-0187 one of our committees. It takes a
nirhines@verizon.net whole community to keep VAAS
Publicity & Newsletter Chair running smoothly.

Director

Missy McDonough
941-465-8259
missy@letmetakeyourpic.com
Student Director Programs

OUR MISSION: To promote interest in wildlife and foster the cause of conservation with emphasis on birds and their habitat
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